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Abstract

Despite the global significance of wetlands, these ecosystems have consistently faced increasing pressure,
threats, and degradation in recent decades. Furthermore, evidence indicates that notwithstanding the
importance of CEPA programs, their implementation in various countries, particularly Iran, has encountered
numerous obstacles and challenges, consequently reducing their effectiveness. Considering the importance of
this issue, the primary objective of this research was to analyze the barriers to the implementation of the CEPA
program in the Zrebar Wetland. The research instrument employed for data collection was a questionnaire,
the content validity of which was confirmed by subject matter experts and specialists. The collected
data were subsequently analyzed using the SPSSWin25 statistical software package. The factor analysis
findings revealed that the principal barriers to the implementation of the CEPA program in Zrebar Wetland
encompass weaknesses in awareness-raising and educational capacity building; structural and institutional
weaknesses; lack of inter-organizational synergy and coordination; deficiencies in media outreach and
environmental marketing; and cultural barriers and weaknesses in social participation. Collectively, these
five factors accounted for approximately 65.67% of the total variance. Moreover, results from the one-
sample t-test demonstrated that all five aforementioned factors registered significantly above the average
level, indicating a high severity of barriers impeding CEPA program implementation in the Zrebar Wetland.
Based on these findings, it is recommended that the existing barriers to CEPA program implementation be
addressed and the restoration of this valuable wetland be facilitated through the empowerment of the local
community via targeted training and active participation. Concurrently, strengthening inter-organizational
coordination by establishing shared administrative structures and integrated information systems is crucial

for overcoming these barriers and achieving the successful revitalization of the wetland.
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