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Abstract

River Basin / Watershed Governance and Planning

A. Sadoddin*!, M. Ownegh?, V. Sheikh!, A. Najafinejad!, S. H.R. Sadeghi®, A. Zare Garizi'
Received: 2018/05/20  Accepted: 2018/07/14

A critical look at the long-term vision and strategic plan of the Ministry of Energy suggests that a change
in thinking from a traditional mechanical approach to a systemic one is being conceived. However, the
essential features and components of an ecosystem-based approach need to be clearly delineated. Also,
objectives and priorities should be defined and a hierarchical multi-scale river basin planning system should
be developed. Lack of an integrated indicator-based plan for the management of river basins and watersheds
is one of the main reasons for the limited success in water resources management in Iran. Absence of
a coherent and systematic conceptual framework for watershed assessment and management is another
significant shortcoming. Through a comparative analysis, this paper introduces the watershed governance
approach as a substitute for water governance. The former concept is fully in line with ecosystem-based and

nature-based solutions and can be considered as a paradigm shift in water resources management.

Keywords: Environmental governance, Ecosystem-based management, Action plan, Conceptual

framework
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