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Abstract

Exploring the Participation of Watershed Residents in Watershed
Management Projects

S. M. Soleimanpour'*, A. Salehpour Jam? and J. Mosaffaie®
Received: 2026/06/27 Accepted: 2026/08/13

Participation is a process through which individuals, groups, and organizations play an active role in making
and implementing decisions that directly affect them. Lack of attention to the participation of stakeholders,
especially watershed residents, in the implementation of many watershed management projects has led to
a decrease in motivation in the stages after the implementation of the projects, especially their protection.
Given the importance of the issue, this study has used a descriptive-analytical method and examined and
explained related sources to examine the participation of watershed residents in watershed management
projects. The findings showed that comprehensive participation includes participation in decision-making,
implementation, sharing of resources, and participation in monitoring and maintaining the projects. Also,
the success of watershed management projects lies in its multi-purpose objectives at various technical,
social, political, economic, and cultural levels. Performance improvement in watershed management plans
will be achieved when watershed residents help identify problems; set priorities; select technologies and
policies; and monitor and evaluate impacts; because sustainable participation leads to enhanced capabilities
and optimal utilization of all facilities and resources available in watersheds. It is recommended that
policymakers and implementers take serious steps to raise public awareness of local communities, increase
the capacity of grassroots organizations, create a suitable structure to maximize women's participation, and
create a suitable structure to form and attract the participation of non-governmental organizations.

Keywords: Watershed management, Watershed residents, Sustainable development, Participation.
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